


“Come on!” cried Mr. Beaver, who was almost dancing with delight. “Come 
and see! This is a nasty knock for the Witch! It looks as if  her power is 
already crumbling.”

It was a sledge, and it was reindeer with bells on their harness. And on the 
sledge sat a person whom everyone knew the moment they set eyes on him. 
He was a huge man in a bright red robe (bright as hollyberries) with a hood 
that had fur inside it and a great white beard that fell like a foamy waterfall 
over his chest.

“I’ve come at last,” said Father Christmas. “She has kept me out for a long 
time, but I have got in at last. Aslan is on the move.”

      -The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis2

The Chronicles of Narnia is a beautiful saga written by C.S. Lewis, but many do not 
realize how much Christian imagery that saga contains. In The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe, the land of Narnia has frozen under years of “always winter but never 
Christmas”. In the joyous scene above, Christmas finally returns to the land. Father 

Christmas symbolizes the benevolence and bounty of Christianity. That benevolence 
and bounty comes from our generous God and the miraculous birth of His Son, 

Jesus Christ. 

Join us on a four-week journey leading up to Christmas, as we look at some of the 
Christian themes in The Chronicles of Narnia. We suggest starting on Monday, 

November 29th, and read through five devotionals a week. May these words give a 
fresh perspective on the Christmas story, and on our own stories as well.
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When Lucy enters Narnia, she has a conversation with Mr. 
Tumnus, who asks her if  she is a “Daughter of  Eve”. At first, 

she is confused by this conversation, but ultimately realizes he is 
asking if  she is a human girl. Narnia hadn’t seen a “Daughter 
of  Eve” in a long, long time. And this was significant, because 

as a Daughter of  Eve, she was destined for the throne.

We are all Sons of  Adam and Daughters of  Eve.

Perhaps you have forgotten or perhaps you didn’t realize 
the weight that identity bears. As children of  God, we are His 

heirs. We carry His authority. We have been adopted into a 
royal lineage because we belong to the King of  Kings. When we 

remember who we are, it changes how we live. 

identity



Sons of Adam & Daughters of Eve 
by Pastor Phil Whetstone •  Scripture — 1 Corinthians 15:44-49

“If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So it is written: ‘The first man 
Adam became a living being’; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. The spiritual did not 

come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. The first man was of the dust of 
the earth, the second man from heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are 
of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. And 

just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the 
man from heaven.”   -1 Corinthians 15:44-49

The Chronicles of Narnia has thrilled generations of young (and old) people with C.S. 
Lewis’ fantastical world of four children who found themselves in the magical world 
of Narnia. A world trapped “always in winter, but never in Christmas”. Lewis’ imagery 
unapologetically was a picture of our role in the fight against evil and Christ’s ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom.

One of the unique titles the children were given (two young men and two young women) 
were Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve. Each had a destiny to rule, and were given the 
titles of Kings and Queens of Narnia.

Often when we speak of Adam and Eve, we focus on their failure which brought sin into 
the world. But Adam and Eve, just as we, have a high place in God’s creation. We are 
made in God’s image. Humanity before sin, was morally perfect, given dominion over the 
world, and able to commune with God like none other of His creation. Only sin corrupted 
that reality, but God’s call is still to a higher calling.

That’s the beauty of Christmas. It was God stepping into the world through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to help rescue all of us to the true calling He has always had for us. We 
may struggle with the same failings as Adam/Eve, but Paul encourages us that God has 
something better, more beautiful and eternal in store for those who will embrace Christ. 
Just as we took on the nature of the first Adam by his sinning, so through faith, we take 
on the nature of Christ (the last Adam) and have an incredible new future.

We are called into a new reality, a heavenly one, as those called to rule with Christ as 
Kings and Queens in the Kingdom of God for all eternity. So this Christmas, step into your 
calling and embrace your identity in Jesus Christ. 

2

identity | day 1 



Uniquely Gifted
by Pastor Ann Harrington •  Scripture — Ephesians 2:10

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.”  -Ephesians 2:10 

One of the things that I love about the Christmas season is picking out the perfect gifts 
for the people that I love. I want to find the gift that will make them smile when they 
open it, that is perfectly suited for them and that they will enjoy having or using over the 
years. In order to choose those gifts well, I have to spend time getting to know who each 
person is, what makes them tick, what makes them happy, what they like to do...I have to 
get to know who they are! 

As much as I enjoy giving gifts to the people in my life, I know that God loves to bless 
those He loves so much more. And He knows each of us so much better than I could ever 
possibly know the people in my life. 

The Bible tells us that our identity is found in Christ. He created who we are!  We are 
all created in His image, but we are all so vastly different. We are His masterpieces of 
creativity...priceless works of art and there is not one of us exactly like anyone else. He 
gave us our personality and our sense of humor. He gave us our love for math or science, 
our artistic skill or our musical rhythm or lack thereof. God created us to be who we are 
and He gifted us with talents and abilities that suit us. Things that we will enjoy using, 
things that make us smile. But those gifts are not just for us, they are for the world around 
us as well.

Each of us has a purpose here on this earth. Each of us are created to do something 
specifically crafted by God for us to accomplish. And when we do those things, we bring 
great joy into this world, we bring meaning into the lives of those around us and we do it 
all just by being us!

As you approach this Christmas season and you are choosing special gifts for those 
people in your life, I hope you also think of those special gifts that have been given to 
you...those things that make up who you are. And I hope you are reminded of how very 
much you are loved by the God who created you with all of your amazing gifts and 
abilities.
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Sweeping the Floor
by Todd Perkins •  Scripture — Matthew 20:25-29

“But Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers in this world lord it 
over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among 
you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. For even the Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give His life as a ransom for many.’” 
-Mathew 20:25-29 (NLT)

Our world is full of people who enjoy position, status, and power. There is a need to be 
recognized and always advancing in a career, community, or class. Membership to 
prestigious clubs and organizations give people a false sense of worth and meaning. In 
the nineties, the slogan of American Express was “membership has its privileges.” 

The birth of Jesus is full of paradox: that infinite power could be expressed in helplessness; 
that infinite space would recede to a few pounds and inches of a small, human child; that 
God, the Word, would first come unable to speak. The birth of Jesus created a paradigm 
shift that exemplifies that power and prestige should never be the “goal” for a Christ 
follower. Through His birth, life, and death on the cross for all humanity, Jesus modeled 
servanthood. Philippians 2:5–8 reminds us, “Though He was in the form of God, He did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form 
of a servant [or slave], being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death.”

For a Christian, membership does not mean privileges, being part of the body of Christ 
requires sacrifice. Sacrifice of time, talents, and resources. It means living in a ready 
position to always share the Good News with others (1 Peter 3:15) through; conversation, 
acts of kindness, good deeds and love. It requires us to share, use, and give of that which 
was given to us by God.

As a follower of Jesus, we are called to be ready to respond by serving others. My mother 
used to tell us, “When in doubt, grab a broom.” It seems to be the small simple ways that 
we engage, encourage, and edify others that opens the door for the Holy Spirit to move 
and work in the hearts of people. Sometimes it requires us to simply grab a broom and 
sweep the floor. We are never more like Jesus than when we serve.   
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Who Am I?
by Lisa Henry •  Scripture — Matthew 10:27

 Jesus says, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.” 
-Matthew 10:27

In the first book of The Chronicles of Narnia, four siblings, Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy 
get to know and love Aslan, the Great Lion. They learn to know his voice and to follow him. 
He tells the children that they are the “Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve,” the ones 
who will help save the land of Narnia from the evil White Witch and sit on the thrones to 
rule the land. Because they know and trust Aslan, they know who they are and how to 
live. They fight battles and lead honorably, justly, gently and bravely. However, when they 
unexpectedly and abruptly leave Narnia and return home, everything changes.

They find themselves back to their old lives, with many of the worries and cares of life 
fighting for their attention. Their identities are shaken.

What shakes our identity? What are the things that shift our focus from knowing who we 
are in Christ and how to live for Him?

In Matthew 10:27, Jesus says, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow 
me.”

Everyday brings distraction. Finding ways to quiet the noise of life and responsibilities 
is not easy. However, taking the time to be still before the Lord, to hear from Him and to 
be with Him is essential. His voice speaks life into us. He reminds us that we are His. He 
whispers sweet words of encouragement, instruction, correction, and love when we read 
and listen to His voice.

God reminds us in His word of who He is, who we are, and what He has done. He created 
us in His image. We are His workmanship. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. The 
Father created us with the purpose of knowing Him, loving Him, and making Him known. 
As we grow in Him, we live out His love, forgiveness and identity through our own unique 
qualities and individuality.

Our true identity begins and ends with His identity. In this Christmas season, let’s seek 
to be less distracted, to hear His voice even more clearly and to renew the confidence of 
who we are in Christ.
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Where’s My Moustache?
by Pastor Tim McCulloch •  Scripture — John 1:12

“Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God.”  -John 1:12

We all have these moments in life. The moments where we dream of being someone 
different. What if I had the athleticism of Tom Brady? What if I had the knowledge of Bill 
Gates? What if I had the charm of Tom Selleck? What would my life have looked like? 
Where would I be?

During his early life, Frank Abagnale assumed eight different identities. If you don’t 
recognize the name, you may remember that his true story was the basis for the movie, 
Catch Me If You Can. That movie starred Leonardo DiCaprio playing Frank Abagnale. 
Among other things, Frank masqueraded as a pilot, doctor and lawyer. His motivation 
was criminal, and he spent significant time in prison for his actions.

Frank’s story is not meant to prompt you to turn to a life of crime. I am willing to bet, 
though, there is a part of you that wonders what it would be like to change your identity 
at a moment’s notice like he did.   

Here is the thing. I don’t think it is wrong to play the “what if” game. There are days that 
the game can be a nice distraction from what we are facing. It is also good to have 
dreams and aspirations. The problem arises when that consumes our mind, and we end 
up forgetting where our true identity is found.

Don’t let the devil confuse you. As a believer in Christ, we have been given an identity that 
is unmatched by anything. We are children of God. We are children of the Creator of the 
Universe. We are children of the One who is the beginning and the end. We are children 
of the One who saved us from our sin.

I would take that identity over any touchdown throwing, computer software making, 
mustache wearing one any day of the week. YOU are a child of God.
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always
winter

“It is winter in Narnia,” said Mr. Tumnus, “and has been forever so 
long…. always winter, but never Christmas.”

-The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis2

Always Winter, Never Christmas. That sounds pretty awful. 
Especially as a church based in Michigan, we know that winters 
can be brutal and by January, we all understand the longing for 

spring to come.

But not all winters are limited to the weather. Sometimes we 
experience a winter emotionally, relationally or spiritually. Those 
winters can last for years, with no end in sight. Perhaps you are 

in a similar winter right now. 

Here is the good news: God is on the move! He brings 
hope into even the darkest situations. God is on the move

 and He can melt the snow of  your winter and bring 
what’s dead back to life.



Summertime in My Heart
by Pastor Brian Ake •  Scripture — James 1:2-4

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance 

finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
-James 1:2-4

When I was a young boy there was an old and short gospel chorus we would sing in 
Sunday School: “It is summertime in my heart. It is summertime in my heart. Since Jesus 
saved me; new life He gave me. Even in wintertime it’s summer in my heart.”

C.S. Lewis uses the cold season of winter to set the stage for the enslavement of all the 
inhabitants of Narnia by the evil White Witch. On far too many occasions we can feel 
enslaved by our trials just like Mr. Tumnus in Narnia; “Always winter and never Christmas.” 
If you are in a cold place in your heart, like in Narnia, then there is good news for you that 
can turn wintertime into summertime in your heart.

In the past, I didn’t like James 1:2 very much because I thought that it meant I must 
be joyful whenever I am experiencing difficulties in my life. But this is not the case in 
scripture.

The Greek word “trials” in this verse means “proving grounds” and not some other word 
such as “bad experience“. Cars go through “proving grounds” of all sorts of crashes and 
mishaps in order to show that they are fit for life on the road. Your trials are proving 
grounds of all sorts of circumstances that show you and the Lord that you “don’t lack 
anything” for life. You can be assured that you will persevere even through the coldest 
winter that life delivers to you. Hallelujah!

Although this can be easier said than done when you are in the middle of any tough time 
in your life. Make no mistake, James does make it clear. You don’t have to be JOYFUL 
that you are in a winter season in your heart like in Narnia. No! But you can and should 
be JOYFUL that during your winter season God is going to grow you and increase your 
faith in Him. This increase in faith will cause you to never compromise your trust and 
faith in your Lord; no matter what the circumstance. Your Aslan will show up to see you 
through your wintertime just as Aslan did in Narnia. So remember, even in wintertime it 
CAN be summertime in your heart.  Aslan will defeat any White Witch that tries to set up 
residence in your life. You don’t have to allow your wintertime to steal Christmas in your 
heart.  
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Graves into Gardens
by Pastor Chelsea Zalewski •  Scripture — Ezekiel 37, John 11

“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones… He asked me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live? I said, “O Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  -Ezekiel 37:1,3

It was a recent Sunday here at Colonial Woods. I was in worship and we were singing 
together as a congregation. We were singing “Graves into Gardens” by Elevation Worship, 
and I suddenly had one of those thoughts where you sense that the Lord is speaking to 
your soul. “You turn mourning to dancing / You give beauty for ashes / You turn shame 
into glory / You’re the only One who can / You turn graves into gardens / You turn bones 
into armies / You turn seas into highways / you’re the only One who can.” 3

As I stood there in worship reflecting on those lyrics, I rejoiced that our God is in the 
business of taking things that are dead and bringing them back to life! But in order for 
the miracle of resurrection to take place, there will first come a season of sorrow and 
death.

He can’t bring something back to life unless it’s first dead. Lazarus had to die before Jesus 
could raise him from the dead (John 11). The dry bones in Ezekiel 37 had been sitting there 
for years with no sign of life. But Jesus showed up and told a dead Lazarus to “Come 
forth” and he walked out of his tomb! God told Ezekiel to speak to the bones and they 
came back to life, a vast army ready to fight for God’s people!

For me, this is my prayer right now for us as a church. If I’m being honest, sometimes I 
look around during worship and things feel a little dead. But maybe that’s so that God 
can get all the glory when He resurrects our dry bones and brings us back to life!

Maybe the very season of death and hopelessness that you are grieving right now is 
happening so that God can do a miracle and bring forth NEW LIFE. Jesus says to Martha 
(the sister of Lazarus) in John 11:25, “I AM the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live.” 

In His very nature and character, Jesus brings dead things back to life. What feels dead 
in your life right now? He sees it. He weeps with you over it. But believe in His resurrection 
power, that just because it’s dead right now, it won’t stay dead forever. 
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God is on the Move
by Pastor Dan Hamrick •  Scripture —Isaiah 9:4-6

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”   -Isaiah 9:2,6

Narnia was one of the first lands from a book that I fell in love with. From the time Lucy 
Pevensie walked through the wardrobe, to when Aslan helped defeat the White Witch, 
I couldn’t put the book down. Since then I have reread the books several times and it 
always takes me to a special place.

When Lucy first entered Narnia she encountered a Faun named Mr. Tumnus who has 
one of the most famous quotes from the book. “It is winter in Narnia,” said Mr. Tumnus, 
“and has been forever so long...always winter but never Christmas.” 2

Have you ever felt like you have been in that dreadful place of always winter but never 
Christmas? The place where you can’t see the light at the end of the tunnel. The place 
you feel trapped with no hope. I know I have. If we are honest with ourselves we have all 
felt like this at one time or another. Maybe some of you are going through this right now.

Can I encourage you to keep fighting? You see, we serve a God who loves to bring light 
into the darkness. It is not always in the timing we hope for but He will always show up 
when we need Him too. Even in Narnia where it was always winter but never Christmas 
there came a time of hope.

Once all four Pevensie children entered Narnia they encountered a scene that gave them 
all a different perspective on things... “I’ve come at last,” said [Father Christmas]. [The 
White Witch] “has kept me out for a long time, but I have got in at last. Aslan is on the 
move. The witch’s magic is weakening.” 2

In this story Aslan represents Jesus/God. I love that quote “Aslan is on the move”. God is 
on the move. In a life of a never ending winter, can I encourage you that Jesus is on the 
move?  He is moving to bring light into your dark places. He is Hope, He is your Counselor, 
He Mighty, He is Everlasting and He is your Peace. So don’t give up because “God is on the 
move”!
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Searching for Emmanuel
by Pastor Amy Diller •  Scripture — Psalm 13:1-2a, 5-6

“How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?” 
-Psalm 13:1 

For Christ followers, Christmas is a time filled with joy, peace, love, and hope--a 
celebration of God’s promised Rescuer, come to our world to save us. But what if the 
situation you’re in is far from joyful and hope seems out of reach?

Many of us struggle at Christmastime. Difficult relationships, job loss, depression, or grief 
are heavy burdens to carry especially when others are celebrating. The darkness of life 
situations can dull the joy of the season. We haven’t forgotten the enormity of the gift of 
Christmas. But we are in a searching place, longing for a glimpse of Emmanuel, God with 
us.

There’s a video we show the kids at church called The Big Story by Lifeway Publishing, 
and it tells the overarching narrative of the Bible. I’ve watched it often, and one part 
brings me to tears every time. After Malachi’s prophecies, the video cuts to black, and the 
narrator says, “Then silence. For 400 years, God remained quiet.”5

In the book of Psalm, David wrote vulnerably, crying out to the Lord who he felt had 
abandoned him. Those words give voice and validation to the times in our lives when we 
can’t see God through our suffering. While living in a season of endless winter without the 
hope of Christmas on the horizon, God’s silence is so loud it hurts. 

Returning to the earlier video, it thankfully doesn’t end with an eternity of God’s silence. 
After a weighty pause, the tiniest light appears in the middle of the darkness. The 
narrator says, “The silence was broken by the cry of a tiny baby, born in a manger. His 
name was Jesus.” 

Later in Psalm 13, David chooses to trust in God’s unfailing love. He recognizes God had 
been good to him in the past, so He has no reason to believe God will not do the same in 
the future even though things are dark at that moment.

If you’re in the midst of a personal winter, it’s okay to not be okay. Hold tightly to any part 
of that tiny beam of light you can. You will find Emmanuel’s presence again, and this 
winter will not last forever. 
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Walk Through the Wardrobe
by Pastor Bruce Ake •  Scripture — Isaiah 40:31

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint”.  -Isaiah 40:31

If there is one holiday I thoroughly enjoy it’s Christmas. While the trees are turning in 
the fall, for me, it is only the threshold at the doorway to Christmas. I just love the winter 
season! But something happens around the 2nd of January through the next four 
months - winter just seems to hang on forever and I long for the budding trees again - will 
winter ever end?

Well, looking at the story of Narnia there is a great allegory of truth about hope. Narnia 
is an incredible world created by the Great Lion, Aslan.  However, we know it wasn’t long 
before evil entered and soon put Narnia in an everlasting season where it is “always 
winter but never Christmas”. At the time, for those living in Narnia, there were feelings 
that their circumstances were never going to change.

But do you know what started the change in Narnia? Four kids decided to walk through 
the wardrobe. That started a chain of events that led them to a relationship with Aslan 
and the end of winter in their land.

What are you going through right now? Is something physical, emotional, or spiritually 
giving you feelings of hopelessness? Walk through the wardrobe. There is hope in the 
journey as you walk with the Lord. The bitter winter wind may blow, but we MUST trust 
that spring is coming as we trust in the Lord.

Like the characters in Narnia who trusted in Aslan, we can trust in the Lord.  Aslan mirrors 
our Savior. The Lion of Aslan mirrors the Lion of Judah. Our hope is secure, we will see 
victory and the end of winter. Revelation 5:5 reads: “Do not weep! See, the Lion of...Judah... 
has triumphed.”

Whatever you may be facing, we MUST remember that in Christ, hope still exists.  It all 
starts when we walk through the wardrobe.
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“You know that every traitor belongs to me as my lawful prey and that 
for every treachery I have a right to a kill”.  

-The White Witch in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis2

In Chapter 13 of  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 
Edmund finds his life in the hands of  the evil White Witch. 
There seems to be no way out. But just when all hope seems 

lost the lion, Aslan, steps in and offers himself  as a substitute to 
save Edmund’s life.

Even the casual reader cannot help but see the parallels 
between the story of  Aslan and the story of  Christ. Both 

sacrifice their lives to save others. Both are humiliated and 
are executed horribly. But both rise in triumph from the dead. 

Christ made a willing sacrifice out of  love and compassion 
for each and every one of  us. He offered His life in 

exchange for us to be restored to right relationship with 
God. He made the ultimate sacrifice.

 
ultimate
sacrifice

the



The Deep Magic
by Pastor Jayson Tuckey •  Scripture — John 19:24, 28, 36 & 37

“Do not cite the deep magic to me, witch! I was there when it was written”
-Aslan in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis 2

John is a very interesting Gospel. Where most of the Gospels tend to focus on the “facts”, 
trying to give the most accurate account of what happened from their perspective. John 
has a much different focus. Instead of asking “what happened?” John asked, “what does 
this mean?” Because of this you see how John takes a deeper look at the theology and 
how this also ties into Old Testament intertextuality (references to the Old Testament).  

From the very beginning of John’s Gospel, John goes back to the very beginning of 
creation and tells the world that Jesus has been here from the beginning. He was here 
when the world was created and knows the deeper meaning of how the world works. 

Fast forward to John 19 we see the crucifixion of Jesus. John makes a special note four 
separate times that what was happening needed to happen so that scripture may be 
fulfilled. There is something deeper here than just a man being executed. Like Edmund, 
humanity’s lives had been forfeited to the enemy through their own sin. But both Jesus 
and Aslan were part of something far larger. Sin needed to be atoned for, payment was 
due. 

But what the enemy failed to grasp was that every step of the sacrificial death was all 
part of the plan. Every piece fell into place, every prophecy was coming true. Jesus was 
there when the deeper truth was written and He was going to fulfill it. The Witch thought 
that this death was going to be her ultimate victory. She thought she was going to defeat 
the Lion. However, the Lion had a far deeper understanding of the deeper magic than 
she ever did. 
 

“In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) was with God, and the 
Word (Jesus) was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were 

made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.” - John 1:1-5
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Look Like Jesus
by Sean Hurley •  Scripture — Ephesians 5:1-2

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  -Ephesians 5:1-2

As I write this and rewatch The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, particularly the scene 
of Aslan, the Lion, sacrificing himself to take Edmund’s place, I’m reminded of the song, 
Lion and the Lamb:

Our God is the lion
The Lion of Judah
He’s roaring with power
And fighting our battles
And every knee will bow before Him

Our God is the lamb
The lamb that was slain
For the sin of the world
His blood breaks the chains
And every knee will bow before the lion and the lamb
Every knee will bow before Him 6 

Just like the song lyrics above, Aslan, the Lion, demonstrated his power by silencing the 
White Witch (the enemy), yet also in his humility, set his power aside to ultimately lay his 
life down for Edmund. Even the youngest sister, Lucy, asked “Why doesn’t he fight back?” 
while being slain.

The gospel news that follows this sacrifice is that Aslan returns to life and ultimately 
defeats the witch restoring the kingdom of Narnia. The same has happened in real life 
through Jesus. Jesus Christ, with all the power of heaven on His side, gave His life for you 
and me, so that we could be restored and brought to new life and be made right with 
God. 

Love looks like sacrifice. As we look to Jesus this season even more, let us imitate and look 
like Jesus by loving and sacrificing for one another. 
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Broken
by Pastor Katie Johnson •  Scripture — Romans 5

“...but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
-Romans 5:8

I remember going and watching The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe movie while 
attending a friend’s birthday party when it first came out in theaters. There was this 
part in the movie where we all screamed and jumped. Lucy and Susan are talking about 
playing by the water. After being splashed by one another, Susan grabs a piece of cloth 
off of a tree and a wolf jumps out at both of them. Mind you, we weren’t the only ones in 
the theater that day, but we gave everyone a good laugh. There was also a part of the 
movie where we all cried together. There wasn’t a dry eye among us. It’s the part when 
Aslan gave up himself so that Edmund’s life would be spared and also to protect the 
people of Narnia from destruction. Every time I watch that scene I can’t help but relate 
that moment to the moment that Christ gave Himself up for me, to spare my broken life. 

Usually when people talk about the Christmas season, they talk about joy, peace, and 
the gift of Jesus. Maybe we long for joy because we’re familiar with sadness. Maybe we 
want peace because our life is so filled with conflict. Maybe we celebrate the gift of Jesus 
because He’s a gift we so desperately need! In our lives sometimes the best laid out plans 
end badly, the favorite Christmas ornament we’ve had since we were six gets broken, and 
relationships get damaged. We mess up and make mistakes all the time. We are broken. 
Why? Because of sin. And because of that sin we need a Savior. 

Jesus came to earth on the very first Christmas, not so we could have a fun holiday gift 
exchange, but because we desperately needed to be rescued from our brokenness. 
Christmas celebrates the long-awaited coming of Jesus, God Himself, who came to take 
away the sins of the world.

Yes, Christmas is a time for joy, peace, and celebration, but let’s not forget why those 
things are so sweet. God’s original plan for us and the world was really good, but sin 
damaged our relationships with God and others. But God has always had a plan, and 
that plan was always good. God’s plan rights our wrongs. It brings healing and hope to 
our mess ups. It restores our own sin and brokenness. Jesus was born because we all 
needed to be rescued from our own sin and brokenness. Jesus was born so God could 
be with us. Jesus was born so you’d know you’re loved. Jesus was born to complete God’s 
plan. 
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Atonement
by Pastor Chelsea Zalewski •  Scripture — 1 Peter 2:24

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” -1 Peter 2:24

Have you heard of the word, “atonement”? It’s one of those “Christianese” words that gets 
thrown around but then when it comes to giving a definition leaves blank expressions on 
its listeners. 

atonement//
reparation for a wrong or injury; the reconciliation of God and humankind through Jesus 
Christ.

The basic idea of atonement is that a wrong was committed and needs to be made 
right. In The Chronicles of Narnia, Edmund commits a wrong which Aslan chooses to 
make right by sacrificing his life for Edmund’s wrongdoing. It’s an obvious picture of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ made by laying down His life for our sins. 

If you’re like me, sometimes the depth and beauty and weight of that truth gets lost. 
Perhaps it’s from growing up in the church and having the privilege of hearing the Gospel 
in Sunday School for years. Or perhaps it’s because my pride makes me forget how sinful 
I really am; thinking that on my own merit I’m “pretty good” and that Jesus came for the 
people who are way “worse” than me. So foolish.

Let me take a moment to remind you, and remind myself, how DESPERATELY we need 
Jesus. My best behavior is still stained with sin like a filthy rag. I am the reason that Jesus 
had to die on that cross; because of my sin, my secrets, my selfishness, my depravity, my 
pride, my bitterness, my critical spirit, my greed. The big sins and the little sins all crash 
together on the hammer that nailed Jesus to the cross. 

That’s atonement. 

I deserve death, but Jesus gives me life. It’s the jaw-dropping, hope-giving, mind-boggling 
truth that is the Gospel. And just like Edmund, once you receive that kind of grace, you 
can’t help but be changed. So here’s my question: Has the atonement of Jesus changed 
you?
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Complete Peace
by Pastor Brian Ake •  Scripture — Colossians 1:19, 20

“For God was pleased to have all of His fullness dwell in His Son Jesus and through His 
Son Jesus to reconcile to Himself every one of us by making peace through Jesus’ blood 

shed on a cross.”  -Colossians 1:19, 20

As Aslan sacrifices his life to atone for the sin of the traitor Edmund in The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe, it is a wonderful word picture of Jesus and His substitutionary death 
on the cross for you and me. When Aslan rises from the dead he establishes Peace in 
Narnia. And then, the four siblings are honored at a Coronation ceremony at the end of 
the film. This same Peace is what Jesus came to reestablish in us through the cross as 
Colossians 1 tells us.  This is indeed why Jesus came to earth as a child in Bethlehem; to 
make all of creation have Peace once again.

Peace is a wonderful word study. We likely all know the word “Shalom”. It is the Hebrew 
word for Peace. But this word means so much more than just the absence of chaos. 
The word Shalom means: Wholeness; Completeness; Harmony. When God created the 
heavens and the earth and all its living things, Scripture tells us that “He saw that ALL 
was good.” This means that all was Peace, whole, complete, in harmony; nothing was 
broken or missing. Then when Adam and Eve fell into sin that Peace or Shalom was 
broken; because all was no longer whole; it was not in harmony or complete. It was 
fractured.

This is depicted in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe through Edmund. He is tempted 
by the White Witch. She promised she would make him a prince, he would wear a crown 
and he could eat all of the Turkish delight he wanted. He then betrayed his siblings to 
have what was promised. But instead of a crown and glory, Peace was broken and he 
was in bondage because of his betrayal.

Have any of your thoughts or actions caused a brokenness or lack of harmony between 
you and the Lord? Are you searching for Peace this Christmas Season and not finding 
it? If so, we have a Savior who is Christ the Lord. He came to earth as a baby. He longs to 
enter your heart and life in order to mend all that is not whole or is not in harmony with 
God. He can bring complete Peace between you and the Lord.  God is so loving to us.  We 
do not deserve what He did for us on the cross anymore than Edmund deserved what 
Aslan did for him in the story. This sacrificial love causes me on a regular basis to pray: 
“Lord, help me live every day of my life like I didn’t deserve the cross.” Because I didn’t! 
Thank you Lord!
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what’s your
story?

We are in the final week leading up to Christmas and by now 
you are likely swept up in the story of  The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe. Maybe you’ve wanted to pull out a copy of  the book or 
you’ve watched the movie with your family. It is an amazing story 

full of  beautiful Christian symbolism and imagery, but this week let’s 
switch gears and focus on a different story.

This story is an incredible adventure as well, but this story isn’t 
fiction, this story actually happened. It’s the story of  an incredible 
and loving God who chose to come down to earth in the unlikeliest 
of  ways. He sent His son, Jesus, to the earth as a sweet little babe 

who then grew up in humble circumstances in a small town in 
Israel. He lived without sin. Something no one had ever done before 
or since. And then at just the right moment, He offered His life in 

exchange for yours and mine.

Jesus died on a cross as the ultimate sacrifice but then in 
the biggest plot twist of  them all, He came back to life and 

conquered even death! This is the incredible Christmas story, 
and He did it all to engage with your story. 



The Christmas Story
by Pastor Dan Hamrick •  Scripture — Luke 2:1-20

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.’” -Luke 2:13-14

All month we have been talking about the magical land of Narnia.  And as much as I love 
hearing about Lucy, High King Peter, Mr. Tumnus and of course Aslan we need to remind 
ourselves that these places are still make-believe. But there is one story that is not make-
believe and that is the story of Jesus.

As we head into Christmas this week, I want to encourage you to read the passage in 
Luke Chapter 2 as though you have never read it before. And, if possible, try to read it like 
it’s true. I know, a funny request, but in all seriousness, read the account of Christ’s birth 
as it really happened and not just a story you read every year in the month of December.

You see, when we can begin to read scripture as more than a textbook and as an account 
that really happened you will begin to see your own story change.  In Hebrews 4:12 it 
says “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart”. God’s Word should be active in our lives and if it’s not then it won’t 
affect your story the way it should.

Think about Luke 2 for a minute. That story is not just about a baby being born in a 
manager. That story is about a God, THE ONE TRUE GOD, who loved us so much that He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to come to this earth. To live a perfect life. To sacrifice that life, for you 
and me, on a cross, so that three days later He could conquer death and be raised from 
the dead.

So, when those angels in verse 13 and 14 began singing it’s because they knew that the 
Savior of the world would be born. They knew that His story would hopefully, some day, 
intersect with your story and if and when that would happen, your world, our world, 
would be changed forever.

So as much as I love Narnia, and enjoy reading it from time to time. Can I tell you that the 
“Christ”mas story has impacted “MY” story for a lifetime?!

How has Christ impacted your story this Christmas?
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The Stories of the Nobodies
by Pastor Ann Harrington •  Scripture — Luke 2:22-38

“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory to your people Israel.” -Luke 2:30-32

Some of my favorite stories of Christmas are ones that we mostly just read right 
over, without ever stopping to think much about them. In some ways, this is totally 
understandable since the main character in the Christmas story is Jesus. Afterall, Jesus 
is the “Somebody” that the whole story is about! But I wonder if we might be missing 
something if we don’t stop and think about the stories of some of these “nobodies” that 
God clearly wanted us to hear about. 

Some of the “nobodies” are a bit more well known like Elizabeth, Zechariah and John...
who will become a main character a bit later in the story when he starts baptising 
people. You’ve got Mary and Joseph...well they are pretty important to the story. And 
you’ve got unnamed shepherds, a random innkeeper and a sky full of angels. There really 
were a lot of characters involved in the events surrounding the birth of Jesus...and every 
one of them played their part in the unfolding of the Christmas story.

Two of the people that could seem like “nobodies” show up in Luke 2 when Jesus is 
presented at the temple. The first is a man named Simeon and the second is the 
prophetess Anna. Both of them were in the temple when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus 
to be consecrated to the Lord. What is interesting is that both Simeon and Anna were 
waiting for Jesus. They were waiting for the arrival of salvation! Throughout their lives, for 
many years, they faithfully prayed, they faithfully worshiped and they faithfully watched 
for God’s answer for the salvation of the world to arrive.

God used them to recognize that salvation had finally come and to proclaim Jesus’ 
identity. It wasn’t a flashy role, nothing spectacular...just faithful people, seeking God and 
praying for the salvation of the world. Two people willing to wait their whole lives for their 
chance to affirm the coming of the Messiah. That was their story!

What’s so incredible for us is that our story isn’t one of waiting for salvation to arrive 
because Jesus has already come. Instead our story gets to be one of proclaiming Him 
every day of our lives! It may not be flashy or spectacular, but it’s a great story! 
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Your Story Matters! So Share it!
by Pastor Katie Johnson •  Scripture — Psalm 66

“Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind!”
 -Psalm 66:5

I love listening to others tell stories. It amazes me how some people are just so good at 
sharing the story that you feel like you were there! You can imagine each scene, each 
person, their reactions and facial expressions. It just amazes me and makes me wish that 
I was there and was a part of that story! One of my favorite things to listen to growing up 
was “Wild and Wacky Totally True Bible Stories” by Frank Peretti. I remember listening 
to the first cassette tape my grandparents gave me one year and I fell in love! I loved 
listening to the stories because “Mr. Henry” was able to make the Bible come alive for me 
as a kid.

When I look at Psalm 66, I can’t help but smile. Why? Because this is the story of what 
God has done and how we should praise Him! It reminds me of all the things that God 
has done in my life, the story that He has given me. I have been extremely blessed. I have 
a family that generationally has been Christ-followers and have set an example for me on 
how to live Christ-like. God has given me a passion for students. He has given me the tools 
and experiences to be able to share Him with the students I came in contact with. He has 
given me a voice and a platform to share my story with others.  

I may never be able to share a story like “Mr Henry”. I may never be able to paint a 
picture like he did for me when I was a kid, but my story matters because it’s how God 
has impacted my life. What you think is boring about your story can be the thing people 
relate to and the thing Jesus uses to draw them to Himself. Our story, of how we met 
Jesus, is our greatest tool to reach those far from Jesus and teach them to follow Him 
step by step! Following Jesus is not a religion; it’s a relationship. When you tell others 
about Jesus and how He has changed your life, you are sharing more than words — 
you’re sharing the most valuable gift, the good news about Jesus!

Everyone has a story to share. A story of how God has entered, worked, moved and 
impacted your life. My story is unique to me and your story is unique to you. No one story 
is more important or better than another. It’s simply your story. So share it!
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A New Story
by Todd Perkins •  Scripture — John 21:9-19

“When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed 
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with 

so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of 
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came, took 

the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third 
time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. When they had 

finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. Very truly I tell 
you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when 
you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you 
where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 

would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
-John 21:9-19

Following Jesus’ death, several disciples returned to what they knew, fishing. In this 
passage, we often focus on Jesus asking Peter if he loves Him, three times. However, there 
is a part of the passage that grabs my attention when I question what I have to offer 
Jesus.

Jesus already has the fire, fish, and bread ready for breakfast. Yet, He instructs them to 
“bring some of the fish you have just caught” and put them with the fish already on the 
fire. The passage does not indicate that there is a second fire or separate area for the 
disciples to prepare their food. Jesus allows them to put their catch with His so they can 
eat together. 

As simple as it seems, we are invited to bring our story to Jesus so that we can share His 
love with all the world. We do not change our stories and come to Christ, HE erases our 
old story and gives us a new one when we accept Him as Savior. Then, Jesus calls us to 
follow Him. May our stories reflect the hope, grace, mercy, and the love of a risen Savior.
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Invite Him to Your Story
by Pastor Phil Whetstone •  Scripture — Galatians 4:4-7

There are monumental moments in scripture that are key to a faith experience…this is 
one of them. The KJV says it this way, “in the fullness of time”. There is a whole historical 
understanding of that powerful phrase. What it means, in a nutshell, is that at EXACTLY 
the right time in history, into EXACTLY the right circumstances of mankind, into EXACTLY 
the perfect spiritual condition of humanity…God stepped into humanity’s story through 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to meet us perfectly.

That phrase is more than a statement. It’s a promise of God’s timing, His provision, and 
His breaking into our world happening at a time of maximum potential.

Hopefully through our focus this Christmas you have seen that EVERYBODY has a story, 
and Christ is able to minister perfectly into that story. Don’t miss the personal application 
for your life. In every person’s life, there are moments when God says, “It’s the fullness of 
time”; seasons of the heart when God is pressing in ways more than ever, speaking in 
ways like never before, and perhaps in ways He will never speak again. 

• For the Centurion- It was the need of a dying servant
• For Mary & Martha- It was the need of the dying brother
• For Moses- It was his exile in the desert and his exodus from Egypt
• For Daniel- It was in the lion’s den
• For Zechariah & Elizabeth- It was hope when there was no hope for having a child
• For the Magi- It was in the appearance of a star, and their looking for the Messiah
• For the Leper- It was in the hopelessness of their condition
• For Phil Whetstone- every time has been at exactly the right time, in the right way, to 

show the exact results he was looking for

GOD DOES NOTHING WITHOUT A PURPOSE. Your life, your walk with Him, your struggles, 
your triumphs. You’ve been delayed for a reason. You’ve been prompted for a reason. You 
are reading this today for a reason. God waits for us to be in the exact right time, right 
position, right moral climate, and right need before He breaks into our world.  

Jesus said in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

It all begins with inviting Him into your story. What a great day that was when Jesus 
broke into the world scene. Invite Him to break into your story. MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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